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mittee of Union and Progress; they attacked the intel-
lectual environment of Constantinople where the Idea of
opposition seemed to take root. The political intolerance
of the Committee increased the opposition and made the
press more and more hostile. On July 29, 1909, Samim
Bey, editor of the Sedayi Millet (Voice of the People),
was mysteriously shot and killed in the streets. On July
11, 1911, Zekki Bey, another opposition editor, met the
same fate.

In those days of increasing chaos, some of the papers
became blind tools of international intrigues. For in-
stance, when an American group under Admiral Chester
was seeking a railway concession in Asiatic Turkey,
these papers were used by several foreign embassies,
which were naturally antagonistic, to agitate against the
project and to make it impossible for parliament to
give even a serious consideration to the matter. With-
out this agitation, the Chester project would undoubtedly
have been carried out, and would have changed the whole
aspect of things in the Near East.

With the outbreak of the Italian War, the Committee
of Union and Progress put new restrictions on the press,
but chiefly with reference to those catering to the oppo-
sition. Another change came when the first Balkan
War broke out in October, 1912. The papers, which used
to give opinions rather than news and comment upon
every bit of news in a way to appeal to their readers,
learned now to put emphasis on news. Even the most
unpleasant events were recorded with headlines accord-
ingly. Whereas, in former days, a self-respecting man
never accepted work as a reporter, but began Ms jour-
nalistic career as a translator of foreign papers, a new
class of educated reporters now appeared.

After the humiliations of the Balkan War the Com-
mittee of Union and Progress returned to power. It had
not become more tolerant, but political conflicts had lost